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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JACKY
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You stretch out the
starry curtain of the Heavens. May
Your Name be kept holy. As our law-
makers depend on Your guidance, keep
their feet on the path You have chosen.
Lord, inspire them to make a commit-
ment to always do what is right as You
give them the wisdom to discern it.
Open Your hands to bless their work,
supplying their needs out of the bounty
of Your celestial riches. Mighty God,
may Your glory continue forever.

Lord, thank You for the commitment
and competence of the great spring 2022
Senate page class. Bless them as they
prepare to leave us tomorrow.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 9, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JACKY ROSEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

HONORING OUR PROMISE TO AD-
DRESS COMPREHENSIVE TOXICS
ACT OF 2021—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 3967, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3967), to improve health care
and benefits for veterans exposed to toxic
substances, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Tester/Moran amendment No. 5051, in the
nature of a substitute.

Schumer amendment No. 5065 (to amend-
ment No. 5051), to add an effective date.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
GUN VIOLENCE
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,

this year we have already seen more
mass shootings in America than we
have had days in the year—more than
one a day on average. The prevalence
of guns, their ease of access, and the
hateful motivations of mass shooters
have all mixed into a toxic brew that is
tearing America apart. People are ask-

ing, what is going on, and why can’t
Congress protect us?

Yesterday, our House colleagues
heard from those affected most: the
parents of a young girl murdered in
Uvalde, a student who played dead by
covering herself in her friend’s blood,
and the mom of a Buffalo survivor who
painted the gruesome picture of the
bullet holes on her son’s neck, back,
and leg.

These were harrowing, gut-wrenching
testimonies. That Congress has not
acted in decades in response to these
acts of violence is shameful. It used to
be different. About 30 years ago, I was
the author of the Brady bill and
worked with Republicans and law en-
forcement to get strong gun safety
laws passed. That was a different era.
But the lesson from back then remains
clear today: The right laws can make a
real difference in reducing gun deaths.
Because those laws were on the books,
it is very likely that tens of thousands
of people are alive and healthy who
would not have been.

Right now, the Senate is trying to
break that streak of inaction—the 30-
year streak of inaction since we were
able to pass Brady and the assault
weapons ban—by working toward
meaningful legislation on gun violence.

Yesterday, a Dbipartisan group of
Democrats and Republicans met again
to continue working toward a bipar-
tisan compromise. This morning, my
colleague Senator MURPHY reported
that the group 1is making good
progress, and they hope to get some-
thing real done very soon. As soon as
the bipartisan group comes to agree-
ment, I want to bring a measure to the
floor for a vote as quickly as possible.

The overwhelming consensus of our
caucus, of gun safety advocates, and of
the American people is that getting
something real done on gun violence is
worth pursuing, even if we cannot get
everything that we know we need.

The work of curing our Nation of
mass shootings will continue well after
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